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AN ECLECTIC MIX OF INSPIRATION AND GENIUS ; OFFERING 
SUPPORT AND INSPIRATION TO THOSE WHO WANT TO WRITE . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don’t Dream or Talk about it ………..WRITE IT @ 
 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/writinginthemargins 
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(please also read List of Sources and Contributors on the end page)
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Mistakes 
are the 
Portals of 
discovery 
 
James Joyce 

 
A Thought to Start you Off 
 

1. What will I have achieved in a year's time that I can list on my 
 artistic CV? 
 
2, What pieces of work will I have completed? 
 
3. What will I have in my portfolio, so that I may proclaim myself 
 a successful writer? 
 
4. What do I have hidden in the cupboards/computer/filing 
 cabinet that I am afraid to take out and expose to the light of 
 day? 
 
5. Perhaps I could rework it using the experience I have gained 
 since writing it and from the different perspective/standpoint of 
 the distance of time? 
 
Tip: Keep notes below of your thoughts and reactions as you absorb 

the questions and use these thoughts to format your writing. 
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(ii)      (iii) 
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To Do: 
 
 
Write a list of 

Books that 

inspire you  

�  What thoughts cheer you up when you are feeling down? 
 
 
 
Picture in your mind and then write about your “hea ling 
image” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Then: 
 
 
Give it as a present to a Character that you have recently written 
a fictional piece about (poetry or prose), and see how it changes 
their lives. 
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Out in the garden, having been inspired by Ground F orce and 
Titmarsh's dulcit tones, you come across a rusty biscuit  
tin, obviously having lain undiscovered for years. 
 
What happens next? 
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Two pictures, one of the view from 
you/your character's hotel bedroom, and 
the other a desk in the writing/reading 
room of the same establishment. 
 
Put yourself there and write about how 
you/your character got there. 
(200 words) 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Then write the same piece from another point 
of view. 
 
        ~          What changed? 
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“When I stop [working] the 
rest of the day is 
posthumous.  I’m only really 
alive when I’m writing” 
 
Tennessee Williams 
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"If you never shoot - you always miss" (Traditional Dutch saying provided by Caroline - goes to 
my Art Class on a Saturday - in other words if you don't give it a go, how can you ever win) 
 
I go to a Saturday Art class in North Somerset at the Studio of Peter Thawley. He is an amazing 
artist who has the rare ability to teach without imposing his own views, and that of the artistic 
"establishment" upon his students. His Studio is a place of tranquility, where his students can 
"spread their wings" without fear of criticism or ridicule. 
 
Everybody in his classes are "artists" because they turn up, paint, and produce. 
 
I (and others) find it an inspirational place to work, and after I leave I find the rest of the day 
extremely productive - my writing flows in a way that it didn't use to, when my mind was still too 
cluttered from the everyday business of the week. It acts as a sort of "air lock" -allowing you to 
de-pressurise and relax in an amazing artistic atmosphere - allowing your mind to become free. 
Almost like a retreat. 
 
Now the point of this story is - Peter doesn't look like an artist - he is a physically fit (ex-rugby 
player!) who works out, he doesn't go around posing in paint-covered trousers, or spouting art 
speak. He IS an artist because he paints - it is as simple as that, and he 
paints pictures people admire and can relate to. He is contagious - because he is an artist who can 
share his gift - those around him become artists simply by his encouragement - we all have 
amazing outputs of pictures we are proud to put our name to and others can 
relate to. 
 
With me so far? - So it doesn't matter what you look like, or what your day job is, or what 
qualification you had, or didn't. Don't worry about fancy pens or computer equipment. You are a 
WRITER if you WRITE. The only person who has to be happy with your output is YOU, nobody 
has the right to criticise, only lend a friendly ear and support. Like Peter, BE CONTAGIOUS - 
share your gifts and your vision – then we will all have amazing outputs of THOUGHTS we are 
proud of and can relate to, and most importantly put our name to. 
 
So that next piece of work you complete and you are rightly proud of, don't leave it languishing in 
your notebook or computer. Enter it into a competition, or upload it into our file section, show it 
to a friend, put it into a card and give it to somebody to comfort them, or congratulate them. Share 
it. Don't worry about what anybody might think, because "If you never shoot - you always miss" 
as Caroline says. Then you will be a WRITER too.  - Here endeth the Lesson - hope the 
encouragement helps!
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Something's rotten in your refrigerator.  

 

Write a scene in which the � condiments residing in the door shelves plot 

to take over the prime � real estate on the top shelf, front and centre.  

 

Will milk be spilled? ��� (And who'll be crying?) �

�

�

This came from: �

������������	
��	�

�������� �

Your online guide to the writing life.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Given that external reality is a 
fiction, the writer’s role is 
almost superfluous.  He does 
not need to invent the fiction 
because it is already there”   
 

 J G Ballar 
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“Words ought to be a little wild 
for they are the assaults of 
thought on the unthinking” 
 

John Maynard Keynes 
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If you are at a loss for words and your pen doesn't want to work try:- 

 
- Writing in a different place. Break from the usual routine of 
keyboard and/or your usual place of craftsmanship - take the 
notebook out to the shopping centres, waterfront or a park bench 
and enjoy the fresh air - be aware of the differing smells, sounds 
and views; 
 
or:- 

 
- Writing about the enormous moon and stars that are currently in the sky;  
 
or:- 
 
- Open a book at random or listen to a piece of music and take the first line that your eye   
falls upon/or your ear consciously acknowledges and use it as a prompt. 
 
 
Most of enjoy the act of writing, even if the words don't seem to make sense. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 “Every secret of a writer’s soul, 

every experience of his life, 
every quality of his mind is 
written large in his works” 
 

Virginia Woolf 
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Milton. 

 

The above is one of my favourite quotes around the subject of books. I thought I would share it 

with other visitors to the site. 

 

As writers we are constantly reminded that our work needs to be original and this sometimes 

seems very daunting. It is not every day that we are struck with those lightning like bolts of 

inspiration. I was recently reminded that if anything was going to be totally original nowadays 

we would have to re-invent language! (May be a topic for future writing exercises?) 

 

If we cannot always be original we can try to think of original ways of working. One of my 

favourite writing games is to write backwards  - and by this I mean start at the end and work 

back. Who hasn't turned to the last page of a book and read the end before even starting the 

first page? 

 

People have told me that they positively enjoy reading the last page first and then reading the 

rest of the story to see how the author reaches a particular ending. 

 

Writing Idea:  
 

- Think of an ending. It can be very sad or poignant or it can be a huge relief. Write about the 

 ending in however many words it takes and then go back and think and write about how 

 this ending came about. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© 2005  Laura Jayne Friedlander 
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IN MEMORIUM – WHO? 
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Why boats ?                                                                   
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            and meditate……. 
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    Sunday Morning – end of the week, or the start of yours? 
 
   Write about your ideal Sunday Morning? 
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“It is your mind that 
creates your world”  
Buddha 
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List your favourite ways of "structuring patterns out of chaos"?�
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Are you going to walk away?  
 
   
  What is the situation?  
 
 
 Is it life or death? 
 
 
    It is an ending and a beginning –  
 
    

~        something to think about and write about    ~     
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TIMELESS 
 

The rehabilitation of an eternal mind. 
How do you unwind, 

An eternal mind? 
Do you sit in the dark with you eyes tight shut? 

Or turn on the light and fight. 
Do you dare your demons to come out in one day? 

Or hit them with all your might. 
Do you keep your shadows in yesterday? 

Or do you try to recall what it meant to play. 
Do you wait for the dawn of a new spring morn? 

To find fresh dew on a flower. 
Or do you dance in the circle in the light of the m oon, 

On the solstice's witching hour? 
………. 

 
Just how do you unwind, 

An eternal mind? �
�
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August 2005 
Bristol, United Kingdom 
 
Dear Writer 
 
These ideas were generated out of years of attending workshops and writing friendships, along 
with distance learning courses and reading endless books on the subject.  I always felt at the 
end of the workshops and courses, as I went home, that it was inevitable the feeling of 
inspiration would leave my grasp as soon as the group parted.  This sense of freshness and 
motivation is what I have tried to recreate on the website.  
 
The concept of the Group is to be a “virtual” writer’s café, a place to drop in for ideas when 
writer’s block leaves you frustrated and displacement activities have resulted in a sparkling 
abode.  You can leave messages using the postings as a Notice Board, or just been happy to 
meet like- minded people without the problems of geography and differing work patterns.  
Please feel free to linger and lurk to your hearts content, contribute thoughts, inspiration, 
encouragement and most of all enjoy the motivation to expand your writing world.   
 
You will often find talented local writers/tutors dropping in and leaving thoughts and messages.  
But a word of caution - the site is not designed for “free” tutorials, these tutors have spent 
many years and a lot of money learning their craft, so use them as a resource contact them to 
discuss your ongoing learning experiences and they offer their services to the aspiring writer at 
very reasonable rates.   
 
This is work in draft and evolving, my thanks going to all you who have inspired and motivated me.  
Most of all I need to thank Laura- Jayne whose monthly writing group, Write On! at the Bristol 
Central Library has kept my writing fresh and relevant.  This writing group is ever evolving, so 
when in the Bristol Area, do drop in and introduce yourself. 
 
Please feel free to use any of my ideas as you wish, but the Contributors would be grateful for a 
credit and we all would like to know where they have been of use.  
 
Any errors or omissions, please contact me on 
phethean@aol.com 
 
Best wishes and happy writing 
'�
��'�
��'�
��'�
��� ���
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List of Sources, Groups and Contributors 

 
 
Write On!  is a successful and popular creative writing group that 
has been running at Bristol Central library for nearly four years. 
During that time many budding writers have been encouraged to come 
along, share their work and progress to even greater things! 
The group meets on the second Monday of each month, downstairs in 
the cafe area of the library. All writing genres are discussed and 
various writing tasks set either to complete during the meeting or 
to take home and cogitate! 
All are welcome to attend, simply bring pens, paper, lots of 
imagination and a willingness to discuss your ideas and thoughts. 
The cost of each class is £5 waged, £2 unwaged. 
 
Look forward to seeing you! 
 
for more details about the group or an informal chat beforehand 
contact Laura - Jayne Friedlander, either through this site or by 
telephoning 0117 – 9701245 
 
 



 

 

�������������	�
��������

 

29 

 
STOP PRESS 

  
WORKSHOP NEWS 
 

Geraldine Taylor  recently contacted me with the following 
forthcoming �
workshop details:- �

�
A Day writing course at Bristol Zoo - this is to fo cus on Wildlife �
Writing (teaching the basics and showing the many o pportunities – it's �
Geraldine's speciality as she was BBC Wildlife Writ er of the year in �
2000) �
It is to be held on:- �
�
1st October (Saturday) 10.30 – 4. �
�
Contact person is �
Mandy Leivers ���
 �	�I�	
���������	���"  0117 9030609 (£10.00) �
�
�
�
��� �
BATH WRITERS CAFÉ 
 
Bath Writers Cafe is for all word-lovers: � novelists, poets, 
playwrights, screenwriters,journalists, teachers, � linguists, bookworms 
& secret scribblers. �
�
We meet every Saturday afternoon at The Brasserie, ��� �
Green Park Station, Bath, between 1-3pm (from Oct-M ay). �
�
It's free! Just pop in (look for the folk with book s - bring one �
yourself if you wish to be spotted)for a chat and a  drink. �
�
We share news, views, work-in-progress, achievement s and woes. �
The format is informal and friendly. 
�
Sometimes we have discussions, and if anyone wishes  to �
give a talk or set a theme, then let us know at lea st a week ahead �
(via the Website). 
�
See you there (from October 1st)! �
Kevan � (co-founder, with Helen Moore) �
�
Link Below to Bath Writers Cafe Yahoo Group Site: �
��������"��	����������������	����'���)	
��	�����  
 
 
 
 


